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Local Tax Legislation 1957 and 1958 


JEANNE-LOUISE HAVILAND 
Research Assistant, Tax Institute, Incorporated 


OCAL governments 1957 and 1958 continued granted, and take 
advantage of, the right impose wide variety nonproperty taxes. Alabama, 
Alaska, Louisiana, and New Mexico broadened the powers their local govern- 
ments the sales tax field, while Ohio imposed certain restrictions the levy- 
ing local income taxes. 

the property tax field, the supreme courts Connecticut and New 
Jersey ruled that property must assessed full market value. subsequent 
state law Connecticut provided for assessment ratio full value, and 
similar legislation has been proposed New Jersey. 

Perhaps the most controversial local tax legislation was Baltimore’s imposi- 
tion advertising tax. The tax aroused immediate storm protest, which 
resulted state legislation forbidding special taxes advertising, repeai the 
Baltimore tax, and court decision that the tax was unconstitutional, viola- 
tion freedom the press. 

Localities Kentucky, Ohio, and Pennsylvania continued impose new 
income taxes, but income taxes were defeated the voters Denver, Duluth, 
Fort Worth, and Kansas City. California, other counties and their municipali- 
ties adopted the uniform state-administered sales and use tax, and large num- 


bers cities Illinois and Mississippi imposed state-administered sales taxes. 


PART STATE LEGISLATION AFFECTING LOCAL TAXATION 


commission study problems pertaining municipal tax 
and regulatory systems (H. 221, 1957). 


NONPROPERTY TAXES 


Alabama—levied taxes retail sales and use, admissions, and 
motor vehicle sales and use Bibb County (Act 17, 1957); Bullock County 
(1958); Hale County (Act 86, 1957); Jefferson County (Act 697, 1957), rejected 
voters, December 17, 1957; Lawrence County (Act 487, 1957); Limestone County (Act 
68, 1957); Walker County (Act 703, 1957); and Winston County (Act 705, 1957), all 
collected with the state tax; levied tax retail sales and use, admis- 
sions, and motor vehicle sales and use Conecuh County (Act 739, 1957), 
rejected voters, December 17, 1957; levied tax retail sales and use, 
admissions, motor vehicle sales, and motor vehicle use Fayette 
County (Act 278, 1957); provided for state collection any sales and use tax levied 
Haleyville City (Act 291, 1957); applied the Tuscaloosa County sales-use tax Ala- 
bama University other colleges, but exempted cities, towns, and their agencies (Act 
250, 1957); imposed additional $15 motor vehicle tax for the hospital fund Lauder- 
dale County, payable with the state tax, subject voters’ approval (Act 400, 1957); 
and imposed malt beverage tax des County (Act 746, 1957). 

Alaska—incorporated villages may sales tax; vote required 25% 
voters protest (Ch. 150, 1957). 
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LOCAL TAX LEGISLATION 1957 AND 1958 


Arkansas—municipal motor vehicle license taxes banned after 1958 (1957). 

California—chartered counties and cities may impose purchase and use taxes (Ch. 
1309, 1957); San Francisco permitted adopt uniform state-administered local sales-use 
tax 

Delaware—New Castle County recording fees increased (Ch. 185, 1957). 

Florida—church property used for church purposes exempt from municipal utility 
taxes (H. 691, 1957). 

Georgia—license and occupational tax authorization approved voters Colquitt 
County (Res. Act 150, 1958); defeated voters Grady County (Res. Act 61, 1958); 
municipal taxes agricultural products prohibited (Act 462, 1957). 

Illinois—limit county license tax transient entertainment and lodging raised 
from $25, $200; motel tax limited $25 plus per hireable unit (H. 122, 1957). 

Kansas—cities authorized classify and license all trades, occupations, businesses, 
and professions, other than those collecting and disseminating news (Ch. 96, 1957). 

Kentucky—Louisville’s authority tax wages and profits 114% extended 1959, 
subject possible referendum (Ch. 28, 1958). 

Louisiana—1% sales tax may imposed following parishes: Iberville, East 
Feliciana, West Baton Rouge, Ascension, St. John the Baptist, St. Charles, St. Tammany 
(H. 116, 1957); parish city sales taxes prohibited sales deliveries outside terri- 
torial limits (Act 29, 1957). 

Maine—annual municipal motor vehicle excise tax authorized for buses (H.B. 884, 

Maryland—banned local tax gross receipts from advertising and sales adver- 
rate higher than that generally imposed other businesses after December 
1953 (Ch. 21, 1958); imposed recordation tax 1/5 consideration paid 
Pri:.ce George County; increased Montgomery County recordation tax $1.10 per $500 
value (1957). 

Michigan—repealed village poll tax power (Act 116, 1958). 

Nevada—license taxes businesses and occupations authorized for incorporated 
cities and towns (Ch. 362, 1957). 

New Mexico—permitted all cities impose gross receipts tax retail 
businesses and services, collected with state sales tax, and subject referendum 
cities under 70,000 (Ch. 240, 1957); occupational business taxes and per gallon gaso- 
line taxes authorized for Class (Ch. 189, 1957). 

New York—rescinded New York City’s authority levy and $10 auto use tax 
(1957); permitted 15% tax admissions harness races cities 100,000 (Ch. 
582, 1957); permitted towns and villages levy following taxes for housing subsidies, 
and required them levy one more incur indebtedness over limit: 
telephone possession, occupancy, sales patent medicines, sales tobacco other than 
cigarettes, and operation vending machines (Ch. 963, 1958). 

North Dakota—permitted city service charges for sewers, water improvements, 
parking lots constructed under special assessment method (1957). 

Ohio—municipal income taxes must uniform, may not exceed without 
voters’ approval, and must allow certain exemptions (S.B. 133, 1957). 

Pennsylvania—limited revenue obtained from Act 481 taxes 1.2% market 
value real estate for school districts and 1.5% assessed valuation real estate for 
other political subdivisions (Act 384, 1957); reduction maximum municipal admissions 
tax from 10% vetoed governor (1957); limitation Philadelphia income tax 
and permission for nonresidents credit wage and income taxes paid political 
subdivisions which they reside against Philadelphia tax vetoed governor (1957); 
credit allowed against Pennsylvania local income tax for income taxes paid any state 
subdivision their residents reciprocal basis (Act 158, 1957); Pennsylvania munic- 
ipalities permitted negotiate agreements double taxation wage-income with Ohio 
municipalities; similar legislation adopted Ohio (1957). 
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TAX POLICY 


Tennessee—Supreme Court held county motor vehicle privilege taxes valid, April 

Virginia—permitted counties and cities levy recordation taxes per $100 
real estate transactions (Ch. 590, 1958); authorized counties impose motor vehicle 
license taxes (H.B. 598, 1958); limited county and city motor vehicle taxes vehicles 
subject town taxation (Ch. 482, 1958). 

Washington—prohibited local taxes admissions school activities (Ch. 126, 

West Virginia—county boards education authorized levy $10 poll tax resi- 
dents over (S.B. 213, 1957); authorization for county boards education levy 
transfer taxes for each $500 (S.B. 1957) declared unconstitutional 
State Supreme Court, 1958. 


Property TAXES 


Alaska—cities may exempt household effects family heads and householders (Ch. 
109, 

Arkansas—tax rates cities adjoining borderline cities clarified (Act 201, 1957). 

Colorado—limit for county union high school districts raised from mills 
(Ch. 231, 1957); 12-mill minimum county school levy condition receiving state aid 
extended for one year (1958). 

Connecticut—Supreme Court ruled municipalities must assess 100% market 
value but subsequent state law permitted assessment ratio full value (1957); com- 
mission appointed study local property taxes (S.A. 1957). 

Georgia—counties permitted levy taxes for school lunch purposes property 
outside independent school districts (Act 375, 1958). 

Idaho—limit for general county purposes raised from per $100 
counties with assessed valuation $6.5 million; $1.25 others (Ch. 179, 1957); mill 
levied annually counties carry out revaluation (Ch. 50, 1957); additional 
county levies authorized for care indigent sick and hospitals for indigent (Ch. 154, 
1957)- 

rates changed for school districts outside Chicago (H.B. 345, 706, 1957); 
limit for city and recreational purposes raised from .0125% (H.B. 
616, 1957); Chicago levy for paying judgments raised from million million for 
1958 and 1959 (S.B. 731, 1957); $50 million school bond issue paid for direct 
annual property tax (S.B 22, 1957) authorized voters Chicago. 

Indiana—maximum tuition levy increased from $3.30 $3.65 (Ch. 345, 1957). 

Louisiana—voters approved constitutional amendment authorizing local tax in- 
creases from mills for schools, with voters’ approval (1956); parishes wards may 
levy mill for not more than years for maintenance public cemeteries, with tax- 
payers’ approval (Act 153, 1958); parishes, wards, and municipalities may levy mills 
for not more than years for construction and operation old-folks home, with tax- 
payers’ approval (Act 471, 1958). 

Maine—Forestry District tax rate set organized municipalities (H.B. 821, 1957). 

Maryland—auto dealers’ stock taxed 60% Baltimore County; partially exempt 
Washington County (1957); house trailers taxable Carroll County (Ch. 728, 1957); 
Harford County (Ch. 205, 1957); St. Mary’s County (Ch. 513, 1957); Washington 
County (1957). 

Massachusetts—abatement for property destroyed May, 1957, forest fires (Ch. 

Michigan—local improvement revolving funds authorized for cities and villages 
(Act 57, limit for fourth class cities from 1.25% (Act 80, 1957); 
airport authority authorized for combination governmental units with not more 
than million population; tax rate not more than mill (Act 206, 1957). 

Minnesota—city and village levy limits increased from $50 $54 per capita; 
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LOCAL TAX LEGISLATION 1957 AND 1958 


additional village levy tied price iron ore (Ch. 710, 1957); amounts raised 
county taxation (Ch. 436, 1957); motor vehicle public parking ramps taxed 
and assessed 20% full value for years first class cities under 400,000 (Ch. 959, 
1957)- 

Missouri—first class city levy limit increased from 50¢ per $100 for garbage 
and trash collection, hospital, library, recreational grounds and museum (H.B. 452, 1957); 
special road districts, library districts, and school districts which levy taxes for library 
purposes, public water supply, fire protection, and sewers may tax railroads (H.B. 
1957)- 

Montana—counties levy mills for Classification and Appraisal Fund (S.B. 
67, 1957); license fee increased from 10¢ per head sheep counties with preda- 
tory animal control program (S.B. 96, 1957). 

Nebraska—authorized all purpose levy mills for cities first class and 25, mills 
for cities second class and villages (Ch. 47, 1957); limit from mills 
counties over 9,000 and from mills other counties (Ch. 333, 1957); increased 
town limit from mills (Ch. 63, 1957); raised limit levy for auditorium, etc., 
from mills for cities second class and villages (Ch. 35, 1957); authorized 
20¢ per head sheep for county programs eradicate predatory animals (Ch. 68, 1957); 
establishment metropolitan transit authorities with power levy tax mill author- 
ized with approval voters metropolitan city (Ch. 23, 1957). 

Nevada—county and municipal taxes for urban renewal plans and projects author- 
ized (Ch. 335, 

New Jersey—Supreme Court ruled local assessments must full market value 
provided constitution (Switz Township Middletown, 1957). 

New Mexico—permitted special assessments and special improvement districts for 
construction water mains (1957). 

New York—extended cities’ authority exempt certain housing improvements and 
abate taxes (Ch. 967, 1958); authorized all tax districts exempt real property rail- 
roads completely partially (Ch. 970, 1958); exempted, $20,000, realty incor- 
porated firemen’s association leased municipality fire school district for fire, 
school, recreation purposes (A. 1529, 1958). 

North Dakota—period for levying mill tax acquire public building sites in- 
creased from successive years for cities 2,500 more (H.B. 677, 1957); school 
district rate limits increased (H.B. 768, 1957). 

Ohio—authority exceed mill limit for various purposes extended (H.B. 142, 
1957); use special assessments finance off-street parking facilities permitted (1957). 

Oregon—authorized off-street parking assessment districts and issuance revenue 
bonds financed special assessments and parking charges (1957). 

assessed locally 80% 1958, 60% 1959, 40% 
1960, 20% 1961, 1962 (Act 410, 1957); limits for second, third, and fourth 
class school districts changed (Act 384, 1957); tax rates fourth eighth class counties 
limited (Act 70, 1957); additional tax 0.75 mill per levied for public school pur- 
poses Philadelphia effective 1958 (Act 303, 1957); additional levy 0.75 mill per 
authorized for Pittsburgh Board Public Education for general school purposes 
(Act 386, 1957); application Pittsburgh personal property tax property decedents 
clarified (Act 218, 1957). 

Rhode Island—permitted and towns assess ratables over 3.5% instead 
2.5% for paying principal interest debts for sinking fund appropriations (Ch. 
104, 1958). 

South Caroiina—permitted town Aynor increase levy real and personal 
property not more than mills (H. 2218, 1958). 

South Dakota—additional local tax limit for 1957 and 1958 (H.B. 582, 1957). 

Tennessee—county limit 40¢ per $100 for general purposes abolished (Ch. 328, 
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Utah—additional tax mills for debt service and capital outlay authorized 
for school districts for years (H.B. 160, 1957). 

Vermont—county grand list tax rate increased from per (H.B. 31, 1957); 
towns may exempt new construction $5,000 (H.B. 142, 1957). 

Virginia—as authorized voters 1956, permitted cities, counties, and towns 
exempt certain classes household goods and personal effects beginning January 
1959 (H.B. 10, 1958); incorporated towns authorized make general reassessment 
realty for town taxation and debt limitation (H.B. 494, 1958); provided for tax abate- 
ment damaged buildings (Ch. 559, 1958); general reassessment not required before 
1960 where annexation proceeding against county was pending January 1958 
(H.B. 731, 1958). 

Washington-—counties fifth class limited mills for general and 
mills for road purposes, with overall limit mills (Ch. 262, 1957). 

West Virginia—voters 1958 approved constitutional amendment allowing 100% 
increase school levies for years (S.J.R. 1957). 

Wisconsin—special assessments against state property permitted for municipal 
public improvements (1957). 


INDUCEMENTS FOR NEW INDUSTRIES 


Arkansas—voters approved constitutional amendment 23, 1958) permitting 
first and second class cities, incorporated towns, and counties levy mill tax for 
issue bonds promote industry their localities. 

Georgia—additional levies attract new industries mill Fort Gaines (Res. 
Act 93, 1957) and mills Seminole County (Res. Act 89, 1958) approved voters; 
similar levies Baldwin County (Res. Act 88, 1958) and Charlton County (Res. Act 68, 
1957) defeated voters. 

Lousiana—voters approved constitutional amendment excluding school taxes from 
exemptions granted new industries parishes and municipalities (1956). 

South Carolina—exempted from county and school taxes for years new manufac- 
turing establishments (H. 1938, 1957) and plant additions $50,000 more (H. 2066, 
1957) Darlington County; lowered from $100,000 $25,000 the minimum capital re- 
quirement and exempted new manufacturing plants and additions Greenwood 
County (R. 423, 424, 425, 1957); increased the exemption period Jasper County from 
years (R. 815, denied exemption from Marlboro County taxes manu- 
factories taking gases, minerals, other deposits from lands (H. 1901, 1957); 
exempted for years from all but state and school taxes improvements existing 
manufactories Richland County costing least $100,000, first taxable 1957 (S. 426, 
1957); raised from $25,000 $50,000 the minimum valuation new manufacturing 
establishments Spartanburg County qualify for exemption from county taxes 
(H. 2457, 1958); and exempted Urban County manufacturing enterprises costing least 
$50,000 from county and municipal taxes for years (S. 504, 1958). 


Tax SHARING 


Arkansas—larger percentage highway user revenues municipalities (1957). 

share per gallon gasoline tax increase (1957). 

per month increase tax occupied trailers trailer parks allo- 
cated school districts (1957). 

Montana—proceeds license tax retail liquor sales apportioned one- 
fourth counties and three-fourths cities basis amount sold (1957). 

New York—motor vehicle registrations shared with New York City (Ch. 205, 1957). 

state sales tax allocation local governments from $22,020,000 
$24,000,000 per year, with minimum $40,000 per county (1957). 

Oregon—city share state liquor profits increased from 10% (1957). 
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South Dakota—municipal share gross liquor tax increased from 25% 50%; 
proceeds moneys and credits tax and bank franchise tax allocated same basis 
other property taxes (1957). 

from per pack cigarette tax increase paid local gov- 
ernments (1957). 


PART II. LOCAL TAX LEGISLATION 
ADMISSION AND AMUSEMENT TAXES 


Alabama: 
Bessemer—tax repealed. 
Chickasaw—1% gross receipts from places amusement, effective August 


Mobile—1% gross proceeds from places amusement, effective July 1958. 

Montgomery—1% gross proceeds from places amusement; police 
jurisdiction (Ord. 34-57, 

Arizona: 

Tucson—amusements, entertainments, and exhibitions taxed under 
business privilege tax (1958). 

California: 

Bakersfield—tax repealed. 

Bloomington—tax repealed. 

Mobile—tax repealed. 

New York: 

Batavia—admission harness races taxed (1957). 

Binghamton—tax repealed. 

New York—first go¢ admission charge movies and other amusements, except 
race tracks, boxing, wrestling, and slot machines, exempt from tax, effective Septem- 
ber 1957 (L.L. 55, 

Saratoga Springs—admission harness races taxed (1957). 

Ohio: 

Columbus—golf course admissions, membership charges, green fees under 71¢ 
exempted from amusement tax (Ord. 1344-56); amusement tax ended, effective February 
20, 1958 (Ord. 1584-57). 

Portsmouth—tax repealed. 

Pennsylvania: 

Bethlehem—tax repealed. 

Lancaster—reduced from 10% 5%. 

for 1958. 

Uniontown—reduced from 10% (1958). 

Williamsport—reduced from 10% (1958). 

Virginia: 

Lynchburg—tax repealed. 

Richmond—admissions go¢ less exempt, effective July 1958. 

Roanoke—tax repealed. 

Washington: 

Bellingham—repealed December 31, 1956. 

admission charges over the first 50¢ movies and charitable 
events (Ord. 87103, 1958). 

Tacoma—reduced from license tax amusement devices eliminated 

Wenatchee—reduced from each 20¢ each (Ord. 1534, 1957). 

See also Alabama, New York, Pennsylvania, and Washington under 
TION AFFECTING TAXATION—LOCAL NONPROPERTY TAXEs. 
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ADVERTISING TAXES 


Baltimore tax the gross sales price the purchaser 
advertising space time (Ord. 1097, 1957), and tax the gross receipts all 
advertising media (Ord. 1098, 1957), effective January 1958; included sales made 
1957 for use after January 1958 (Ord. 1156, 1958); repealed the advertising taxes, 
effective December 31, 1958 (Ord. 1337, 1338, 1958); taxes declared 
Circuit Court Baltimore City Abell Co., al, The Mayor and City Council 
Baltimore, al, July 1958; affirmed Court Appeals Maryland, October 17, 
1958; rehearing denied, November 20, 1958. 

See also Maryland under STATE LEGISLATION AFFECTING TAXATION—LOCAL 
NONPROPERTY TAXES. 


ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE TAXES 


Memphis tax increased from 15% 17% (1958). 

See also Alabama under STATE LEGISLATION AFFECTING TAXATION—LOCAL 
NONPROPERTY TAXEs; and Montana, Oregon, and South Dakota under LEGISLATION 
AFFECTING LocaL TAXATION—TAX SHARING. 


Baltimore (Md.)—increased taxes liquefied petroleum gas from 8%; 
coal from 64¢ per ton; No. fuel oil from 4/5¢ per gallon; and 
other taxable oil from 3/5¢ per gallon (Ord. No. 1744, 1958). 


GASOLINE TAXES 


Casper per gallon occupation tax gasoline wholesalers (1958). 

Cheyenne per gallon occupation tax gasoline wholesalers; per 
gallon tax aviation fuel dispensed Municipal Airport (1958). 

Huntsville per gallon (1957). 

St. Louis per gallon gasoline dealers’ license fee (Ord. 48428, 1957). 

See also Indiana under STATE LEGISLATION AFFECTING LOCAL TAXATION—TAX SHAR- 
New Mexico under STATE LEGISLATION AFFECTING Non- 
PROPERTY TAXES. 


Baltimore tax hotel occupancy charges (Ord. 1095, 1957). 

Buffalo room rents over day (1957); vetoed mayor; veto 
sustained January 22, 1957. 

Huntsville tax lodging (1957). 

Kansas City (Mo.)—hotels, motels, and tourist courts taxed from 75¢ year per 
room rented not over 50¢ day year per room costing over day, effective 
January 1959 (Ord. 22701, 1958). 

St. Louis guest hotel, rooming house, and lodging rooms taxed 
total rental, addition other fees (Ord. 48433, 1957). 

Tucson taxed gross proceeds under business privilege 
tax (1958). 

See also under STATE LEGISLATION AFFECTING LocaL Non- 
PROPERTY TAXES. 


INCOME 
Kentucky: 
license tax payrolls and business net profits, effective July 
1958. 
Covington—income (license) tax adopted (1957). 
tax, effective January 1957. 
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Louisville—license tax made permanent; had been due expire December 31, 1958 
(Ord. 144, 1958). 
Missouri: 

Kansas City—voters defeated proposed charter amendment authorizing City Council 
levy gross earnings tax, effective July 1957, election March 12, 1957. 

St. Louis—federal and state income taxes longer deductible figuring profits, 
effective June 11, 1958 (Ord. 48875, 1958). 
Ohio: 

Alliance—6/10 1%, withheld, effective October 1958. 

Bellefontaine—% 1%, effective January 1957. 

Bowling 1%, effective January 1957 (Ord. 1445). 

tax reenacted (1958). 

from Jannary 1958, through January 31, 1960 (Ord. 57- 
2596). 

Canton—6/10 tax extended December 1-58, 1958). 

earnings and net profits, effective May 1957 (Ord. 
2951-57); extended December 31, 1960 (1958). 

Cincinnati—1% through December 31, 1959 (Ord. 493, 


Conneaut—8/10 1%, effective April 1958; repealed November 12, 1958. 
1%, effective October 1958. 

Deer Park—1%, effective January 1959. 

East Liverpool—8/10 1%, effective May 1958; repealed November 13, 


withholding tax, effective February 10, 1958 (Ord. 2742). 
1%, effective January 1957 (Ord. 4514). 
Louisville—6/10 (1957). 
(1957). 
Marietta—repealed November, 1958. 
tax extended December 31, 1962. 
withholding tax, effective February 1958 (Ord. 3334). 
Niles—rate increased from 6/10 1%; tax extended. 
North Canton—6/10 (1957). 
compensation and net profits earned after March 31, 1958 
(Ord. 5-58). 
withholding tax, effective January 1958 (Ord. 1958-1); repealed 
November 15, 1958; tax readopted, effective January 1959. 
St. tax extended December 31, 1960. 
Sidney—% 
Springfield—increased from July 1958, through December 31, 
tax extended December 31, 1959. 
Toledo—voters rejected proposed increase from November, 1958, 
election. 
Urbana—% withholding tax, effective January 1958 (Ord. 
Youngstown—extended December 31, 1959. 


Pennsylvania: 

The following eight cities adopted income taxes 1957 and 1958: 
Beaver Falls (effective 1/1/58) (effective 1/1/59) 
Corry Meadville 


addition, income taxes were adopted boroughs, townships, and 
school districts, rates ranging from 1%. This includes the school districts 
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the following cities: Beaver Falls, Bethlehem, Clairton, Connellsville, Johnstown, 
Washington, and Williamsport. 

Other city income tax legislation was follows: 

Philadelphia—increased from effective for income earned after 
January 1957, and net profits earned after January 1956 (Ord. 979, 1957). 

Pittsburgh—reenacted for 1958. 

effective January 1958, passed September 1957; repealed October; new ordi- 
nance enacted same rate, but providing for referendum December 17, 1957, $1,000 
exemption for head-of-family, interest, dividends, and rents above $2,400 taxable, 85% 
revenue earmarked for capital improvements; rejected voters; ruled unconstitu- 
tional Colorado Supreme Court City and County Denver Sweet, August 
1958. 

Duluth rejected proposed municipal income tax (1957). 

Fort Worth (Texas)—voters rejected proposed income tax, November 18, 1958. 

Washington (D.C.)—social security benefits exempt; additional $500 for blind and 
aged; equal division $2,000 exemption for separate returns husband and wife; ex- 
emption payments veterans, beneficiaries, government pensioners, etc.; optional 
standard deduction increased $1,000 (H. 8256, 1957); bonds issued for District 
Columbia stadium Armory Board exempt (P.L. 85-300, 1957). 

Ways and Means Committee U.S. House Representatives approved bill (H. 
6745) permitting withholding city income taxes from wages federal employees 
cities 75,000 more. 

See also Kentucky, Ohio, and Pennsylvania under STATE LEGISLATION AFFECTING 
LocaL TAXATION—LOCAL NONPROPERTY 


TAXES 


Baltimore (Md.)—increased license fees 

Birmingham taxes $10,000 businesses issuing trading stamps 
and $2,500 retail outlets held invalid Alabama Tenth Judicial Circuit Court, May 
14, 1957- 

Casper license tax $15 for one member business firm 
plus $7.50 for each additional employee (1958). 

Los Angeles coin-operated amusement device; various provisions 
repealed (Ord. 110-551, 1958). 

New York (N. license law approved voters, effective January 1959; 
$10 fee for each occasion (L.L. 1958, No. 46); annual permit required for refrigeration 
system operators after June 30, 1959; operate each carbonated beverage dispenser; 
$10 for refrigeration repair shop; $50 for each compressor prime mover system 
horsepower (L.L. 1958, No. 37). 

Portland plus 14/100 annual gross receipts over $10,700 
vending machine distributors, effective January 1958. 

St. Louis (Mo.)—increases for various occupations (Ords. 1958). 

Salt Lake City (Utah)—business license tax increased from $7.50 $855, de- 
pending number employees; gross sales tax from $15 $2,700; license 
engage business $22.50 (Bill 88, 1958). 

Vernon $25 year for business with employee $600 for 501 
more (1958). 

VEHICLE TAXES 
Alabama: 

gross proceeds from sale vehicles and trailers, effective 

August 1958. 
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jurisdiction (Ord. 

jurisdiction, effective July 1958. 

police jurisdiction, effective July 1957 (Ord. 25-57). 

Columbia Falls tax $7.50 passenger cars and trucks under 
ton capacity; $10 other trucks (1958). 

Elgin pleasure automobiles dropped; tax trucks, taxicabs, and 
commercial vehicles continued (1958). 

Memphis license fees increased (1958). 

Lincoln approved tax ranging from passenger cars $20 
large trucks finance street improvement program (1958). 

New York use tax repealed, effective May 1957 (L.L. 10, 1957); 
replaced share state motor vehicle registration fees. 

Washington trailer fees reduced; registration fee for antique 
vehicles (P.L. 85-273, 

See also Alabama, Arkansas, New York, Tennessee, and Virginia under STATE 
LEGISLATION AFFECTING NONPROPERTY TAXES; and Arkansas 
and New York under LEGISLATION AFFECTING LOCAL TAXATION—TAX SHARING. 


TAXES 


1957 and 1958, Pennsylvania school districts adopted occupation taxes rates 
ranging from mills 10%. These rates are applied occupation assessments dating 
from the nineteenth century, and used the property tax system Pennsylvania coun- 
ties and cities. The Pennsylvania system grading occupations for local taxation 
holdover from colonial times, when the excess earning capacity skilled 
occupations and professions, was set the tax list sum usually much larger than 
the poll. Act 481 permitted the imposition occupation taxes, without limit rate, 
but they have only recently begun spread among school districts. The century-old 
occupational assessments bear relation the individual’s actual, present-day earning 
capacity, and the occupation taxes have been severely criticized students public 
finance. 

TAXEs 


See Michigan and West Virginia under STATE LEGISLATION AFFECTING LocaL 
NONPROPERTY TAXES. 


PROPERTY TAXES 

Alexandria property $27.50 and personal property $35 per $1,000 for 
1958. 

Baltimore (Md.)—real estate rate reduced from $31.30 $28.80 for 1957; exemp- 
tion manufacturer’s machinery and inventory removed; held constitutional Mary- 
land Court Appeals, June 24, 1957; new exemption personal property used 
manufacturing follows: 1959, 25% assessed valuation; 1960, 50%; 1961, 
1962 and thereafter, 100%, with $15,000 minimum (Ord. No. 1340, 1958); personalty 
acquired for expansion manufacturing, milk processing, laundering industries ex- 
empt (Ord. No. 1522, 1958); penalties delinquent property taxes increased (Ord. 
No. 1598, 1958); tax rate for 1959, $33.40 per $1,000 (Ord. No. 1745, 1958). 

Cleveland (Ohio)—voters authorized realty tax 12.55 mills (1957). 

Emeryville valorem property tax (1956). 

Fort Worth (Texas)—voters rejected proposed charter amendment increasing gen- 
eral property tax limit from $1.90 $2.30 per $100, November 18, 1958. 

New York (N. realty tax rate for 1957-58, $3.99 per $100; total rate: The 
Bronx, $4.08; Brooklyn, $4.08; Manhattan, $4.07; Queens, $4.09; Richmond, $4.08 
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total rates for 1958-59: The Bronx, $4.23; Brooklyn, $4.22; Manhattan, $4.21; Queens, 
$4.24; Richmond, $4.24 (Res. No. 319, 1958). 

Pittsburgh property tax reenacted without change for 1958. 

Portland approved tax levy finance development commission 
plan urban renewal and promote industrial development (1958). 

St. Louis council increased property tax rate 5.6% (1958). 

Springfield rate reduced from $67.40 per $1,000 for 1958 $65.20 for 

Tucson approved charter amendment limiting future direct prop- 
erty tax rates $1.75 per $100 special election August 1958, approving sales 
tax amendment. 

Washington $2.30 per $100 real and $2.00 per $100 personal 
property extended for 1957-58; pleasure boats exempt, effective July 1958 (P.L. 85- 
281, 1957). 

See also STATE LEGISLATION AFFECTING LocaL TAXATION—LOCAL 
and FOR NEW INDUSTRIES. 


REAL EsTATE TRANSFER TAXES 


Pittsburgh for 1958; various exemptions provided (Ord. 516, 1958). 
See also Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and West Virginia under STATE LEGISLATION 
AFFECTING LocaL NONPROPERTY TAXES. 


AND Gross TAXES 
Alabama: 

sales tax (1957). 

gross proceeds retail sales, effective August 1958. 

Elba—1% sales tax (1957). 

retail sales city; police jurisdiction (Ord. 57-9). 

sales tax (1957). 

effective July 1958. 

Montgomery—1% gross proceeds retail sales city; police 
jurisdiction, effective July 1957 (Ord. 25-57); held valid Alabama Supreme Court 
Means, Inc., al. City Montgomery al., August 28, 1958. 

sales tax (1957). 

Arizona: 

Phoenix—revising license tax ordinance attract new industry under “industrial 
agreement”; sales tax exemption for contractors out-of-city receipts (1958). 

Tucson—voters approved charter amendment permitting privilege license (sales) 
tax not more than special election August 1958; tax imposed rates 
gross proceeds retail sales tangible personal property, 1/16 
gross proceeds slaughtering poultry and stock businesses, and the gross 
income mining, timber, public utilities and carriers, contractors, newspapers, print- 
ing, and restaurants, effective September 1958 (Ord. 1850, 1958). 

California: 

Twenty-one additional counties and their cities adopted the state-administered 

uniform sales and use tax 1957 and 1958: 


Counties Cities 
Calaveras incorporated cities 
Colusa Colusa, Williams 
Glenn Orland, Willows 
Imperial Brawley, Calexico, Calipatria, Centro, Holtville, Imperial, West- 
moreland 
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LOCAL TAX LEGISLATION 1957 AND 1958 


Kings 
Lake 
Madera 
Marin 


Modoc 
Nevada 
Placer 
Riverside 


San Francisco 
San Luis Obispo 
Shasta 

Solano 
Stanislaus 
Sutter 

Tulare 

Yolo 

Yuba 


Corcoran, Hanford, Lemoore 

Lakeport 

Chowchilla, Madera 

Belvedere, Corte Madera, Fairfax, Larkspur, Mill Valley, Ross, San 
Anselmo, San Rafael, Sausalito 

Alturas 

Grass Valley, Nevada City 

Auburn, Colfax, Lincoln, Rocklin, Roseville 

Banning, Beaumont, Blythe, Cabazon, Coachella, Corona, Elsinore, 
Hemet, Indio, Palm Springs, Perris, Riverside, San Jacinto 

San Francisco 

Arroyo Grande, Paso Robles, Pismo Beach, San Luis Obispo 

Anderson, Redding 

Benecia, Fairfield, Suisun City, Vacaville, Vallejo 

Ceres, Modesto, Newman, Oakdale, Patterson, Riverbank, Turlock 

Live Oak, Yuba City 

Dinuba, Exeter, Lindsay, Porterville, Tulare, Visalia, Woodlake 

Davis, Winters, Woodland 

Marysville, Wheatland 


Nine cities counties which had previously adopted the uniform sales and use 
tax were added follows: Trinidad (Humboldt County); Duarte, Pico Rivera, and 
South Monte (Los Angeles County); Del Rey Oaks (Monterey County); Garden Grove 
(Orange County); Monte Vista (San Bernardino County); Los Altos Hills and Saratoga 
(Santa Clara County). 

The following cities adopted city-administered sales and use taxes: 

Belmont, effective January 1958 

Corning (Ord. 129, 130, 1957) 

Daly City, effective April 1958 (Ord. 463, 464, 1958) 

Kerman (Ord. 80, 81, 1957) 

Menlo Park, effective April 1957 

San Carlos, effective April 1957 

Redwood City—1% city-administered sales-use tax, scheduled become effective 
April 1957, suspended pending decision referendum. 

San Francisco—adopted charter amendment allowing Board Supervisors 
make the purchase tax state-administered city and county sales tax (Charter Amend- 
ment File No. 112-58) which was done July 1958 (Ord. 161-58). 

Santa Barbara—sales-use tax exemptions revised (Ord. 2657, 1958). 

the end 1958, 1,032 cities were imposing sales taxes. 
Louisiana: 

Denham sales tax approved voters (1958). 

New Orleans—occupation license tax reenacted for 1957 and later years (Ord. 843, 
1956). 

Mississippi: 

Thirty-one additional cities imposed state-administered taxes retail 

sales gross income, and sales industrial gas and electricity: 


Aberdeen Greenwood Nettleton Ruleville 
Amory Hazlehurst New Augusta Tishomingo 
Baldwyn Hernando Newton Tupelo 
Canton Houston Philadelphia Utica 
Decatur Lucedale Picayune Verona 
Drew McComb Pickens Waveland 
Edwards Magnolia Pontotuc Wiggins 
Europa Monticello Poplarville 
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New Mexico: 

Aztec—voters approved city sales tax (1957). 

Farmington—voters rejected city sales tax 1957, but 1958 approved future 
municipal sales tax. 

Grants—voters approved sales tax (1957). 

New York: 

Auburn—increased from 2%, effective July 1958. 

Jefferson County—Board Supervisors rejected proposed county sales tax, 
May 1958. 

New merchandise” defined for purposes general business and 
financial tax; tax receipts where spread more than but not more than 
1/10 instead (L.L. 46, 47, 1957); braces, crutches, and wheelchairs 
sold doctor’s prescription exempt from sales tax (L.L. 74, 1957). 

Steuben County—Board Supervisors rejected proposed county sales tax 
(1958). 

Tompkins Supervisors rejected proposed sales tax (1958). 

sales and use tax, effective July 1958 (L.L. 1958). 
Pennsylvania: 

Baldwin Township—mercantile license tax: wholesalers, mill; retailers, mills 
(1957)- 

Braddock Borough—mercantile license tax: wholesalers, mill; retailers, mill; 
mill business privilege tax. 

Braddock Borough School District—mercantile license tax: wholesalers, mill; 
retailers, mills (1958). 

Charleroi Borough School District—mercantile license tax: wholesalers, mill; 
retailers, mill. 

Chester—mercantile license tax mills retailers (1957). 

Dunstable Township School District—mercantile license tax: wholesalers, mill; 
retailers, mill. 

East Lansdowne Borough—mercantile license tax: wholesalers, mill; retailers, 
mills (1957). 

Ecoromy—mercantile license tax: wholesalers, retailers, mill. 

Etna Borough—mercantile license tax: wholesalers, mill; retailers, mills. 

Franklin—mercantile license tax: wholesalers, mill; retailers, mill. 

Monroeville—mercantile license tax: wholesalers, mill; retailers, mills. 

Pittsburgh—nonprofit associations exempt from mercantile tax (Ord. 518, 1958); 
tax reenacted for 1958. 

Versailles Borough—mercantile license tax: wholesalers, mill; retailers, 14% mills 

Washington—mercantile license tax mill wholesalers (1957). 

Williamsport—mercantile license tax: wholesalers, mill; retailers, mill. 
Washington: 

Renton—business tax rate halved (Ord. 1587, 1957); tax extended through 1958 
(Ord. 1652, 1958). 

Vancouver—theatres longer exempt from business tax (Ord. M-379, 1958). 

West Virginia: 

deductible from computed gross sales tax (Ord. 256, 1957); deduc- 
tion suspended from July 1958, July 1959. 

Parkersburg—business collecting rentals and royalties taxable; tax income 
real estate limited income from more rental royalty units, effective July 
1958. 

South Charleston—2/10 surtax gross sales tax from July 1957, through 
June 30, 1958. 

Harrisonburg license tax increased, effective January 1959. 
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St. Louis and manufacturers occupational license tax $1.50 per 
$1,000 (Ord. 48432, 1957). 

Salt Lake City business privilege tax gross retail sales re- 
jected favor increased local business license fees (1958). 

Washington Appropriations suggested that Commissioners 
propose legislation repeal sales tax food (Report No. 1879, 1958). 

Wilmington gross receipts license tax, with $50 minimum, given 
second reading before city council (1958). 

See also Alabama, Alaska, California, Louisiana, and New Mexico under 
LEGISLATION NONPROPERTY TAXES; and Ohio under 
STATE LEGISLATION AFFECTING LOCAL SHARING. 


SERVICE CHARGES 
High Point and sewer charges increased (1957). 
Garbage Collection 
Bremerton (Wash.)—charges increased (1956). 
Honolulu collection charges imposed (1957). 
Leighton per month (1957). 
Phoenix fees for carry-out service, with minimum $3.50, effective 
June 1958. 
Renton increased (1956). 
Spokane increased (1956). 
Sewer Rental 
Flushing user charge $2.50 per month (1958). 
imposed (1956). 
Philadelphia increased 46%, effective January 1958. 
Richmond imposed (1957). 
Water Tax 
Glendale per 100 cubic feet consumed (1956). 
Leighton per month (1957). 
Philadelphia rents increased 29%, effective January 1958. 
Pittsburgh rates increased 20% (1958). 
See also North Dakota under STATE LEGISLATION AFFECTING 
LocaL NONPROPERTY TAXES. 
SEVERANCE TAXES 


Citronelle tax crude oil imposed (1957). 


TAXES 
per case tax soft drinks (1957). 


Baltimore (Md.)—increased the cigarette tax from pack (Ord. 1096, 1957); 
but reduced again pack, effective July 1958 (Ord. 1414, 1958). 

Colorado Springs per pack cigarette tax, effective January 1958 (No. 

Florence per cigar under 10¢; others (1957). 

Huntsville tax (1957). 

New York dealer” includes owner, operator, maintainer 
cigarette vending machines another’s premises (L.L. No. 12, 1958). 

St. Louis tax increased per pack (1958). 

See also Wyoming under STATE LEGISLATION AFFECTING LOCAL 
SHARING. 
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Baltimore (Md.)—tax gross sales gas, electricity, and telephone transmissions 
increased from 714% (Ord. No. 1743, 1958). 

Binghamton (N. tax consumers’ gas and electric bills repealed, effective 
March 1957 (L.L. 1957, No. 1). 

Broome County and use tax applies gas and electric bills (1957). 

Buffalo consumers’ utility tax, effective January 1957. 

Seattle gross income includes 80% from intrastate tolls, tax 
6%, minimum $50; water utility liable for $540,000 surtax; municipal sewerage system 
taxed (Ord. 85753, 1957); 80% intrastate toll message receipts originating 
city excluded from license tax base (Ord. 85885, 1957). 

See also Florida under STATE LEGISLATION AFFECTING LocaL 
NONPROPERTY TAXES. 


Note: A eehteates ppt of the information contained in this issue was obtained from State & 
Local Tax News published by Prentice-Hall, Inc., and State Tax Review published by Commerce 
Clearing House, Inc. 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
December Symposium Scheduled 


two-day symposium “The Impact Taxes Management 
Responsibility for Investments and Operations Abroad” will held 
December 3-4, 1959. The program committee listed below met New 
York April outline the program. The program topics and speak- 
ers and also the city and hotel where the meeting will held will 
announced shortly. 


Program Committee for Investments and Operations Abroad 


Chairman: Harriss, Columbia University 

College William and Mary 

MITCHELL Attorney, New York, and President, International Fiscal 
Association 

Joun Attorney, New York 

Manager, Tax Department, Standard Oil Company (N.J.) 

Oakes, Export-Import Bank Washington 

Harry Rupick, Attorney, New York 

STRAYER, Princeton University 

STANLEY Director, Harvard International Program Taxation 

TARLEAU, Attorney, New York 

officio: 

President, Tax Institute 

Executive Director, Tax Institute 


June Symposium Deferred 


Because some serious conflicts dates has been decided defer 
the symposium “The Impact Taxes Management Responsibility 
for Compliance with Antitrust Laws” which was have been held 
June. Instead, this topic will treated combination with another 
the symposium topics planned for our three-year series meetings and 
publications the impact taxation management responsibility. 
Also some the papers which were have been delivered the June 
symposium will published shortly Tax 
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